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EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND ORGANISATION
(Ministry of Labour & Employment, Govt. of India)

TS 7 Head Office
ey P weey, 14-sdtael} s vy, ol el 110 066,
Bhavishya Nidhi Bhawan, 14, Bhikatii Cama Piace, New Delhi - 110 066.

No. LC-4(1)2016/ /S\/ Dated: 25.01.2017
& 25 AN 9077

JFFICE CIRCU

Subject: Revision of fee payable to advocates on the panel of the Central
Board/EPFO and other legal practitioners who may be engaged- regarding.

The undersigned is directed to convey the approval of competent
authority on revision of the structure of fee in relation to panel advocates and
various categories of legal practitioners engaged by the Central Board/EPFO.
The revised rates are laid down in four tables ~A, B, C and D - contained in
the mstant circular.

A. Supreme Court:

The fee structure applicable to a legal practitioner engaged in
connection with litigation in the Supreme Court will be at the rates
revised as under-

Table-A
SL. | Item of Work Fee for legal
No. practitioner
| | (inRs.)
1. | All Regular Appeals Rs.9,000/-  per
and case per day
All defended Writ Petitions for final
hearing
2. Al defended Admussion  matters| Rs.4,500/- per
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vi. A bill in respect of an individual legal case may be presented by an advocate for
each item of work (as listed in the able above) as soon as it becomes due
without waiting for that legal case to get over. The EPFO office concerned
shall process the bills - -diately and the payment shall be released within a
month of the date of the receipt of bill complete in all respect.

vii. The phrase “Central Board ” or “IEPFO” includes its offices and officers and
should be construed according 1o the demand of the context

viii. Identical cases have been explained in OM dated 24.09.1999 of Mimstry of
L  and Justce, GOI, as follows:
Tup or move ases ubere substantially identical questions of law or facts are
iolued and where the main difference is i the names, addvesses of the parties
concered, amount of roney imoled, etc, where the common or identical
Judgments are delivered irrespective of the fact whether all the cases are heard
together or not.

ix. Effecuve Hearing Means:

(a) A hearing wherein either one or both parties involved in case are
heard by the Court is an effective hearing. However, in a hearing if
merely a case is mentioned and adjourned or only directions are
given or only judgment is delivered by the Court, it would not
constitute an effecuve hearing but .._| be termed as non-effecuve
hearing.

(b) In a civil case, a date, - on which plaint/petitioner/written
statements 1s filed or the issues are framed or a hearing in which
witnesses are exar-"—ed by way of filing of affidavit or otherwise or
cross-examination take place or an important miscellaneous
application 1s argued or final arguments take place, - is an instance
of effecuve hearing.

(90  In acriminal case, a date, - ...ere charge or nouice, as the case
may be, is framed against the accused or hearing wheremn recording
of testmonies of witness including cross examination or recording
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of statement of the accused under section 281 of 313 Cr. P.C. take
place or defence witnesses are examined or argument on any
important miscellaneous application is heard, - is an instance of
effective heaning.

An empanelled advocate or other legal practitioner to  1om a
case has been assigned, is bound 1o attend all hearings in that case-
whether effective or non-effective.

1 _I dquarters: If a counsel is required to go out of the
Headquarters in connection with assigned legal work like for conference with a
Senior Counsel, appearance in a count outside the Headquarters etc., he ...l be
entitled to reimbursement of expenses incurred for travel, lodg" ;and boarding
at par with a Group A Officer in Junior Adn * istrative Grade (JAG).

ine competent authomty to appr : the legal fee bill shall be as per the
Schedule of iinancial and Administrative Powers, issued by the 1-nance
D sion of EPFO, as amended from time to tme. It has also been clarified by
Finance Division of Head Office vide its note dated 01.09.2016 that the word
used “in cach case” refers to recurring expenditure. Hence, the power
delegated under item No. 22 may be used for the sanction of the bill amount by
the field offices, accordingly.

If in a particular case, it is ascertained by the OIC that the best interest of the
Social Security or the Central Board/EPFO can be served by engaging an
advocate outside the panel, the reason for engaging such advocate may be
recorded by the officer in charge of the RO or SRO concerned and conveyed
(through proper channel) to the ACC of the Zone concemned, for his/her
approval. If an advocate outside the panel is engaged, the fee structure
prescribed in the instant circular shall apply to the work done by such
advocates as well.

An advocate can be engaged from outside the panel of the Central
Board/EPFQO, against a fee which is higher than that prescrbed in the instant
circular, if his/her engagement for a litigation is considered desirable to protect
or promote the best interest of social security or the Central Board/EPFO.
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Such an advocate can be engaged only after recording the reason for his/her
engagement and after securing the permission of the Central Provident Fund
Commussioner atleast two weeks before the date of hearing,

xiv. Any issue on which this circular is silent or lacks clarity, shall be examined by
the ACC(Zone)concerned and 1n case the ACC(Zone) feels the need for any
clanfication, the same may be referred to Head Office clearly specifying the
point on which clarity is sought.

xv. The revised rates shall be applicable from the date of issue of this
communication.

( Thus issues with the approval of CPFC.)

(DR. S.K. THAKUR)
ADDL. CEN . RAL PF COMMISSIONER-I (Legal)

To

. All Addl. CPFC (Zones)/Director (PDUNASS)
. AllROs/SROs
. All Officers-in-charge of ZTIs and Sub-ZTI

[OS I NS

Copy to:-

FA&CAO

CVO

ACCHQ)(HR)/ ACC(HQ)(Compliance)

Deputy Director (OL), Head Office for issue of Hindi version.

N

(SAMAR MAR)
REGIONAL PF COMMISG1wiveaes \Legal)
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