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Government of India
Ministry of Finance
Department of Revenue

New Delhi 30." December, 2020
PRESS RELEASE

Extension of time limits

In view of the challenges faced by taxpayers in meeting the statutory and regulatory
compliances due to the outbreak of COVID-19, the Government brought the Taxation and Other
Laws (Relaxation of Certain Provisions) Ordinance, 2020 (‘the Ordinance’) on 31st March, 2020
which, inter alia, extended various time limits. The Ordinance has since been replaced by the
Taxation and Other Laws (Relaxation and Amendment of Certain Provisions) Act.

2! The Government issued a Notification on 24th June, 2020 under the Ordinance which, inter
alia, extended the due date for all Income Tax Returns for the FY 2019-20 (AY 2020-21) to 30th
November, 2020. Hence, the returns of income which were required to be filed by 31st July, 2020
and 31st October, 2020 were required to be filed by 30th November, 2020. Consequently, the date
for furnishing various audit reports including tax audit report under the Income-tax Act, 1961 (the
Act) was also extended to 31st October, 2020.

3. In order to provide more time to taxpayers for furnishing of Income Tax Returns, the due date
was further extended vide notification No 88/2020/F. No. 370142/35/2020-TPL dated 29" October,
2020:

(A) The due date for furnishing of Income Tax Returns for the taxpayers (including their

partners) who are required to get their accounts audited [for whom the due date (i.e. before

the said extension) as per the Act was 31st October, 2020] was extended to 31st January,

2021.

(B) The due date for furnishing of Income Tax Returns for the taxpayers who are required to

furnish report in respect of international/specified domestic transactions [for whom the due

date (i.e. before the said extension) as per the Act was 30th November, 2020] was extended

to 31st January, 2021.

(C) The due date for furnishing of Income Tax Returns for the other taxpayers [for whom the

due date (i.e. before the said extension) as per the Act was 31st July, 2020] was extended

to 31st December, 2020.

(D) Consequently, the date for furnishing of various audit reports under the Act including tax

audit report and report in respect of international/specified domestic transaction was also

extended to 31st December, 2020.

4, Considering the problems being faced by the taxpayers, it has been decided to provide
further time to the taxpayers for furnishing of Income Tax Returns, tax audit reports and declaration
under Vivad Se Vishwas Scheme. Further, in order to provide more time to taxpayers to comply
under various ongoing proceedings, the dates of completion of proceedings under various Direct

Taxes & Benami Acts have also been extended. These extensions are as under:
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- The due date for furnishing of Income Tax Raturns fior the Assessmant Year 2020-21 for the

Bcpayars (including thair partness] who are required o get Ihar accounts audided and
poimpanies [lor whom ihe dus dale. as per e proviseons of section 135(7) of the Income-tax
Act 1981, was 31sl Oclober, 2020 and which was axtended 1o 30th Movember, 2020 and
then to 31st January, 2021] has been furiher extended to 15th Febouary, 2021,

The dun date for furnishing of incoma Tax Returns for the Assessmen Year 2000-21 for tha
taxpayors wiha am mequired o fumish mepor in espect of inlbrmatipralfapeciiied domesiic
ransactions. [for whom the dus data, as por tha provisons of sechon 135(1] of the Income-
lax Acl 1861, was J0th Movember, 2020 and which was extended 1o 318! January, 2021 has
bean lurthar extended 1o 15th Fobeeasy, 2021

The due date for furnishing of Incame Tax Returns for the Assassment Year 2020-21 for the
ather taxpayors [lor whom the due date, as per the provisions of section 139(1) of the Income-
ta Aci, 1981, was 3181 Judy, 2020 and which was axtended to 30th Nowember, 2020 and
e to 316t Decambar, 2020) has boan furthar extendsd to 10th January, 2021.

The date for fumishing of various audit reports under the Act including tax aude report and
report in respect of inlernationalizpecified domastic tansaction for the Assesamant Year
2020-21 has been furiher extended o 15ih January, 2021

. The kast date for making a doclamtion undar Vivad Sa Vishwas Schoma has been exiended

1o 31% January, 2021 from 3181 December, 2020,

The daie bor passing of orders under Vivad 58 Vishwas Schema, which are requined io ba
passad by 30th Jameary, $021 has been axiended 1o 3188 January, 3021,

The data for passing of cided of issuance of nolice by 1he dulhodibes undor e Direcl Taxes
& Benami Acts which are required to be passad/ sswed’ made by 30th Moarch_ 2021 has also
been extended o 318l March, 2021

Further, in order jo provade reliel for the third time to small and middie class taxpayors in the

mattes of payment ol sell-assessment tax, the due date for payment of sell-assossmoent tax dale &
hersby again being exisnded. Accordingly, the due date for payment of sell-assessment tax for
taxpayors whose sell-assessmant tax labdity is up to s, 1 lakh has been extendad 1o 15" Fabruary,
2021 for the taxpayers mentioned in para 4(a) and para 4(b) and to 10 January, 2021 for the
taxpayers mentioned in para 4(c).

The Govadnmant b aleo eutended the dua dabts of ferneshing of annusl setuim undad gecton

44 of the Central Goods and Services Tax Act 2017 for the financial year 2019-20 from 31"
Decembar, 2020 to 28" February, 2021,

s

Ths necirssary nobifications @ this regard shall be Sdusd in dus courss.
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