https://abcaus.in
4 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART 11l—SEC.4]

(M afe faceh arRe iffadr «ifafaH, 1961 iR R fafde oRvg & Fodl ol daedl @
Il & TR UReR HaTaR AT §91 9l & Ieetad BT Il IRl Sl & |

@) e A™®A Tad 99, A9 I1 grERS! 9 Ui fhar a7, ar sifdahn i, 1961 &
yIaEl 3R MR fafte aRvg & Ml oiR ddhetl @ TR HRals dl S Fahdl & |

(®) AT dg WHR gRI SRR, IS JRem A7 faqer AR Gl R—iaeil & R w fAder e
AT B |

0. AR Siftrawhall & SIffrerRi o e

=1 FraEl | B0 o1 a1 &1 I8 sred FEl SR S b 98 SifdachT o, 1961 & Sida
i srferahiall & BRI, fAReRl SR f&dl @1 f&dl 9 yeR A IR, ufcrEfd ar g9rfad
Rl 7 | SNt AR, 1961 B €RT 29, 30 AR 33 & AR, ARA H <TATAA], <TATABRON 3R
TIRIAROT & |HeT GAdTS BT T ARBR A Afawhrei # FHfzd =)

WEIPRV: g4 Ml & Wil & fog, “faqel s &1 a1ef wRa & orarar |l eTEeRI
% I BN 39 Il @ ofaid AMifea fedl facsl AamRe &1 faqel &, RIS & R
RTINS AEIRAT BT T R & folU IRT H AHifbd ol ifdawhr & 8+ IfadR
IR BISRieT 3 sfear oM, 2022 (2025 # Fofd) & Sfaifa uer fear Tar ®1

T facell ANTR®, Bl o IR @I ANRGAT & AER WR, IH < H AU QY & B Bl
3O BT & d8d Ak ST VAT B B IFART &1 <l © |

Jheirk bu, vem= afua
[fa=tTa=-111/4/31ET./473/2025-26]

BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 4th November, 2025
F. No. No. BCI:D: 7842/2025.—
Bar Council of India Rules on Enrolment and Practice of Foreign Nationals, 2025
1. Short Title and Commencement

(1) These rules may be called the Bar Council of India Rules on Enrolment and Practice of Foreign Nationals,
2025.

(2) They shall come into force on such date as may be notified by the Bar Council of India.
2. Application of the Rules

These rules shall apply to nationals of countries other than India who seek permission to practice law in
India, whether by virtue of holding a law degree from a University in India or from any foreign University.

3. Reciprocity Requirement

(1) A foreign national shall be considered for enrolment under these rules only if duly qualified citizens of India
are permitted to practice law in that foreign national’s country on substantially equivalent and reciprocal
terms.

(2) The Bar Council of India shall determine and publish, from time to time, the list of reciprocal jurisdictions,
after consultation with and on the advice of the Ministry of External Affairs of the Government of India.

(3) The decision of the Bar Council of India in this regard, based on such consultation and advise, shall be final
and binding.
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4. Scope of Practice

(1) A foreign national who has obtained a recognised law degree from a University in India shall be eligible to be
registered only for non-litigious practice of Indian law, which shall include advisory, consultancy,
documentation and transactional work. Such foreign national shall have no right of audience or appearance
before any court, tribunal, authority or quasi-judicial body in India.

(2) A foreign national who has not obtained a law degree from a University in India shall not be permitted to
practise Indian law. Such a person may only practise in matters concerning foreign law, international law and
international commercial arbitration, in accordance with the Bar Council of India Rules for Registration and
Regulation of Foreign Lawyers and Foreign Law Firms in India, 2022, as amended in 2025, provided that
such practice shall not extend to rendering any opinion on Indian law.

(3) Nothing in these rules shall restrict the discretionary power of a court under Section 32 of the Advocates Act,
1961 to permit a non-advocate to appear in a specific matter on a case-by-case basis.

5. Restrictions on Membership, Representation, and Other Entitlements

(1) A foreign national registered under these rules shall not be entitled to:-
(a) be a member of any State Bar Council or the Bar Council of India.
(b) be a member of the general body of any Bar Association or cast a vote in any Bar Association election
(c) contest for or hold any office-bearer position in any Bar Association or Bar Council.

(d) represent any Bar Association, Bar Council, or other collective body of advocates in any capacity
whatsoever.

(e) The State Bar Council shall issue a distinct enrolment number to every foreign national registered under
these rules that is clearly differentiated from the regular enrolment numbers allotted to advocates enrolled in
India.

The distinct enrolment number shall be in the following format:
“FNR/State Code/Y ear/Serial Number”

(Example: FNR/DEL/2025/001) where “FNR” denotes Foreign National Registration, “State Code” denotes
the code assigned to the respective State Bar Council, “Year” represents the year of registration, and “Serial
Number” denotes the sequential number of registration issued in that year.

The enrolment certificate issued under this rule shall expressly state that it authorizes the holder to engage
only in non-litigious practice of law in India, limited to advisory, consultancy, documentation and
transactional work, and does not confer any right of audience or appearance before any court, tribunal,
authority or other forum in India.

The certificate shall also bear a clear and conspicuous note to the effect that the holder is not entitled to
appear, plead, act, or represent any person in any judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding, nor to give evidence
or make submissions on oath in any capacity as an advocate before any Indian court, tribunal, or authority.

(2) A foreign national registered under these rules shall not be eligible to receive any financial aid, welfare
benefits, or schemes administered by any Bar Association, State Bar Council, or the Bar Council of India,
unless specifically authorised by the Bar Council of India with prior approval of the Central Government.

3) A foreign national registered under these rules shall not be eligible:-

@) to be empanelled for legal aid, government panels, or any public office requiring advocate
empanelment

(b) to appear for or be nominated to the judiciary or judicial services, or to sit for any competitive
examination for judicial or other legal services, unless expressly permitted by the Central
Government or the concerned State Government, as the case may be.

6. Visa and Work Authorisation

1) No foreign national shall be entitled to practise law in India under these rules unless he or she holds
a valid visa or work permit expressly authorising such professional activity, issued by the Ministry
of Home Affairs of the Government of India.

(2) The terms and conditions of such visa or work permit shall be binding upon the enrolment granted
under these rules, and any contravention thereof shall render the registration liable to immediate
suspension or cancellation.
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3) Practising law without such valid visa or work authorisation shall constitute professional misconduct
in addition to constituting a violation of immigration law.
7. Professional Conduct and Discipline
1) Every foreign national registered under these rules shall be subject to the same professional
standards, rules of conduct and etiquette as are applicable to advocates enrolled under the Advocates
Act, 1961.
2 Such foreign national shall be subject to the disciplinary jurisdiction of the State Bar Council and

the Bar Council of India under Sections 35 and 36 of the Advocates Act, 1961, in the same manner
as an advocate enrolled in India.

3) Any breach of professional conduct, violation of these rules, or practice without valid visa or work
authorisation shall constitute professional misconduct.

8. Suspension and Cancellation

The Bar Council of India may suspend or cancel the registration of a foreign national under these rules in any
of the following circumstances:-

€)] If reciprocity with the home country ceases to exist
(b) If the visa or work authorisation lapses, is revoked or is found to be invalid
(© If the foreign national is found guilty of professional misconduct or violation of these rules as per

provisions of the Advocates Act, 1961 and Rules and Resolutions of the Bar Council of India.

(d) If enrolment has been obtained by misrepresentation, suppression or fraud, action may be taken as
per provisions of the Advocates Act, 1961 and Rules and Resolutions of the Bar Council of India.,

(e) If directed by the Central Government on grounds of public interest, national security, or foreign
policy concerns.

9. Saving of Rights of Indian Advocates

Nothing in these rules shall be construed to dilute, restrict or affect in any manner the rights, privileges and
interests of advocates enrolled under the Advocates Act, 1961. The exclusive right of audience before courts,
tribunals and authorities in India shall remain vested in such advocates, in accordance with Sections 29, 30
and 33 of the Advocates Act, 1961.

Explanation: For the purposes of these rules, “foreign law” shall mean the law of all jurisdictions other than
India. A foreign national enrolled under these rules shall have the same rights and limitations as an advocate enrolled
in India to practise foreign law, international law, and international commercial arbitration, as provided under the Bar
Council of India Rules for Registration and Regulation of Foreign Lawyers and Foreign Law Firms in India, 2022 (as
amended in 2025).

Such foreign national shall not, by virtue of citizenship of another country, claim any automatic right to
practise the law of his or her home country in that country, unless such country independently permits the individual
to do so under its own laws

SRIMANTO SEN, Principal Secy.
[ADVT .-111/4/Exty.[473/2025-26]
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